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28 July 2017 
 
World Sailing Council 
 
Sent by email only 
 
 
 
Your Majesty, Dear Council Members, 
 
2020 & 2024 Olympic Sailing Competition  

Over the past few weeks, there has been an ongoing debate that has involved the Events Committee, the 
Executive Office and the Board as to how to best proceed with the decision-making process for the 2020 
Olympic Quotas and then 2024 Olympic Games Events & Equipment. 

Overall Process: Submission E27-17 

The Board has concluded that: 

1. The remaining key decisions for 2020 should be made as soon as possible to give the Sailors and 
MNA`s the best possible preparation for the Olympics and before the November 2017 Annual 
Conference in order that we can be forward looking at the Conference and not having to deal 
simultaneously with decisions for two Olympic Games.  Therefore, it is proposed that the 2020 Quotas 
and Qualification systems will be decided by Council using an electronic vote.   

2. The recommendation on Quotas is covered below.  The Qualification system will be sent separately to 
Council for an electronic vote before the Annual Conference.  Format decisions for 2020 that require 
more extensive debate will be taken at the Annual Conference and are not crucial for the team’s 
preparations. 

3. Following the quota reduction that World Sailing has received for the 2020 Olympic Games, and the 
clear communication from the IOC that the International Federations must meet gender equity at an 
event level in 2024, it is essential that World Sailing takes a strategic approach to its proposals for 
2024 events and equipment.  Regulation 23 currently envisages a process which would have 
commenced in 2016 and would have only provided the ability to evaluate between 1-3 Events & 
Equipment for the 2024 Games.  The Board and Events Committee believe that this is now too 
restrictive, not because a wholesale change of Events is required, but it is 
clear that the current Regulation may not allow us to make the right decisions 
for the long-term future success of our sport within the Olympic movement  

4. It is proposed that the current Regulation 23 be amended and the following 
process will then be followed: 

a. In November 2017, debate at the Annual Conference will only be 
focused on the strategic issues for the 2024 Olympic Games: gender 
equity, mixed events, multi-medals (without increasing the quota) and 
evaluating new disciplines such as team racing, match-racing, 
endurance events which are not on the Olympic programme today. 

b. As President, I consider these are matters of sufficient urgency to 
exercise my power to accept any submissions concerning the above 



strategic topics until 20 August 2017.  I have written to all MNAs, Class Associations and 
other submission-makers to inform them of this. 

c. Any other submissions made for the 2017 Conference that relate to specific Olympic event 
decisions will not be listed for discussion in November, but automatically deferred and listed 
for consideration at the Mid-Year Meetings in May 2018 

d. Decisions on 2024 Events will then be made at the May 2018 Mid-Year Meetings. 

e. As envisaged by the current Regulations (23.1.3(c)), Council must decide in November 2018 
what equipment decision to take in relation to each event under review (retain, evolve or 
select new equipment, or in the case of a new event select the equipment).     

f. The 2024 Olympic programme will therefore be finalized (subject to IOC approval in 
December 2020) at the November 2018 Conference 

The Board will separately review with the relevant committees the whole of Regulation 23 to ensure that it is fit 
for purpose as we approach the decisions for the 2028 Olympic Games. 

The Board, Events Committee and Constitution Committee have reviewed this submission and have 
recommended to Council that it be accepted with amendments.  The Board has accepted all the amendments 
and so the submission is now put for a vote of Council.   

You will find attached to this letter the recommendations of the Board and both Committees, the submission 
marked-up with the Committees’ amendments and also the submission in “clean” form (i.e. how the Regulation 
will look if approved by Council. 

2020 Olympic Quotas 

The Events Committee and the Board have been reviewing the quotas for 2020.  As mentioned above, it is 
important that this decision is taken now by the Council by electronic vote.  

Attached is the recommendation from the Events Committee.  The Board supports this recommendation.  You 
can vote in favour, reject or abstain. 

As referenced above, the Events Committee is working on the overall qualification system for the Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Games and will send a final recommendation to the Council for an electronic vote in due course. 

Voting 

Please may you notify your votes to the Executive Office no later than Friday 4 August 2017.  As ever, please 
notify the Chief Executive Officer and me if you have any conflicts of interest to declare and wish to appoint an 
Alternate for this vote. 

 

 

 

 



In order to assist Council members, any questions or queries emailed to the Executive Office from Council 
Members only concerning this vote (or any of the issues connected to it) will be answered each day by 
11.00hrs BST by email to the whole of Council.  So if you have any questions or concerns, please email them 
in no later than 07.00hrs BST each day for consideration. 

This letter and all supporting documents will be placed on the World Sailing website by the end of today at: 
http://www.sailing.org/meetings/42546.php  

Best Regards, 

 
 
Kim Andersen 
President 
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